Wastewater/septic system update
On December 13, 2011, the Board of County Commissioners approved the introduction and publication of a proposed amendment to the Bernalillo County Code regarding wastewater and septic systems.  The amendment adds a requirement that wastewater systems be evaluated when they are 30 years old and are located on lots of 3/4 acre and smaller. Systems that fail must be repaired to meet current code.  Systems that pass the evaluation must be re-evaluated every five years.  The amendment establishes a set of deadlines for evaluation based on the year of construction of the wastewater systems. 
At the regularly scheduled meeting of the County Commission held on January 10, 2012, the Commission agreed, based on a request by Commissioner Wiener, initiated through concerns and objections from the SHHA, to delay further consideration of the proposed changes to the Code regarding wastewater systems for 60 days.  This delay will provide additional time to fully understand the impact of the proposed changes to Sandia Heights residents who own septic systems and to provide time for the County to evaluate comments from the SHHA Wastewater & Septic System Committee.  Meetings are being scheduled with Commissioner Wiener and members of the County’s Department of Zoning, Building, Planning, and Environmental Health on this proposed amendment to the wastewater code.  About 50 residents of Sandia Heights attended the meeting of the Commission held on January 10th. 

The Wastewater & Septic System Committee thanks the 50 residents for attending the meeting, it was very helpful in convincing the Commissioners to look at this proposed amendment more closely.
